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Pronominal Suffixes

Before we begin our discussion on pronominal suffixes,
we need to identify some terms.

The best way to do that is by using examples.



Pronominal Suffixes
* In English:

Preposition
+
Indirect object
Verb (Personal Pronoun)

— :
( \
She gave my toy to him.
\ J

\_Y_)

Subject Possessive pronoun

(Personal pronoun) +
noun

(Direct Object)
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Pronominal Suffixes
* In English:

Verb

s
David saw her.
—

Subject Direct Object
(Proper Noun)  (Personal Pronoun)




Pronominal Suffixes

Note that personal pronouns can be used:
* Subjectively (as the subject)
e Objectively (as a direct and/or indirect object)



— _—
- —

/

Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal suffixes are pronouns that are used as
objects (both direct and indirect) or possessives.

e When they appear on the end of verbs, prepositions,
or articles, they are used as objects [me, her, him,
us, you (singular or plural), them].

e When they appear on the end of nouns, they are
used as possessives [my, her, his, our, your (singular
or plural), their].
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Pronominal Suffixes

There are two different types of pronominal suffixes.

e Type 1is usually used with singular nouns, verbs,
and particles.

« The inseparable preposition 5 uses type 1.

» The inseparable prepositions 2 and 12 use an
alternate of type 1.

e Type 2 is used with plural nouns.
- The preposition DV uses type 2.



Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal Suffixes Type 1

Person, Singular Person, Plural
Number, Pronominal Number, Pronominal
Gender Suffix Gender Suffix

3ms M, 3 P Do, O
3fs U , :'-I-::ZIT:::- 3fp T-::jjTj::- : Tﬂ
2ms ?l‘ 2mp DD
2fs ‘l‘ 21p T:

1CS q_: ..... : 1Cp 1 3

'''''

These are for singular nouns and certain prepositions. 8
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Pronominal Suffixes

Feminine 34 Person Suffix:

e The dot in the 3fs form () is called a mappig;
it marks the 3fs suffix.

e Although it looks like one, it is not a dagesh lene
or a dagesh forte.



Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal Suffixes Type 2

Person, Singular Person, Plural
Number, Pronominal Number, Pronominal
Gender Suffix Gender Suffix
S V0 3P QT
= 770 3P T
2ms =903 2mp Rl
2fs —[ 2fp -
RS TD i
1CS 1cp 13763

These are for plural nouns and certain prepositions. 10
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Pronominal Suffixes

Masculine plural nouns:

e Drop their plural suffix (2%¢) before the addition of
a plural pronominal suffix.

e The yod (") in the plural pronominal suffix is the
only way to tell that the noun is plural.

e The rest of the suffix determines the person of the
pronominal suffix.
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Pronominal Suffixes

Person, Suffix for Suffix for Person, Suffix for Suffix for
Number, Singular Plural Number, Singular Plural
Gender Nouns Nouns Gender Nouns Nouns
(Type1) (Type 2) (Type 1) (Type 2)
g W, 0 1 o S = [ = [y B = [y
S P R O T RS A (=
2ms 7 70 iy mpo 0%
SO R 2
1cs N » Sl 1 170

* When these appear on the end of verbs, prepositions, or articles, they are used as objects [him, her, me, them, your
(sing. and pl.), us.]
* When these appear on the end of nouns, they are used as possessives [his, her, my, their, your (sing. and pl), our] -
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Pronominal Suffixes

Examples of masculine singular nouns with
pronominal suffixes:

in his (own) image (D‘?E)

to her husband ("% ; note mappiq)
your (ms) servant (T73Y)

your (fs) sorrow (71123V)

my voice (23)

their possessions, substance (2127)
in your (mp) flesh (7@3)

our money (Q2)

13



Pronominal Suffixes

Examples of masculine plural nouns with pronominal

suffixes:
° 170V his people ( DY, OV)
° 17V hereyes (MW, 17W)
° 072D and their faces (2732, D)
e 029517 your (mp) feet (22237, 937)
° M3 my days (@77, 01°)

° 17T our hands (2277, )
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Pronominal Suffixes

Before a pronominal suffix is added to a feminine
singular noun which ends in gamets he (77:), that
original he (77) is replaced by a tav ().



— \Q§\\\§§b\\"//§%///////

Pronominal Suffixes

Examples of feminine singular nouns with pronominal

suffixes:

° N his wife (@)

o FINMDW her maid (T72W)

o ?[24:;35 to your (ms) army (X3X)

o DI your (fs) mother-in-law (93nr7)
»on3omn  mykingdom (2%nm)

o DNDW their language (T720)

e 1INIMN our sister (NIMR)
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suffixes:

° IV
* PRI

o 391373

¢ DNZINI
e 0D7N123
S Blgialg el
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Pronominal Suffixes

Examples of feminine plural nouns with pronominal

and her companions (R, 1Y)
and your (ms) daughters (17332 , N3)
my commandments (D3R , TIZN)

in their |

your (m

ands (NI%TR, 77I8)
») daughters (1123, N3)

our batt]

es (Min2n , mRIoN)

17



Pronominal Suffixes

Now that we have seen how pronominal suffixes are
used with nouns, we will look at their use with
prepositions.



Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal Suffixes with 5

Person, Number, Singular Person, Number, Plural
Gender Gender
3ms (him) 1 ‘7 3mp (them) 0 l-[‘j
3fs (her) n‘j 3fp (them) .Il-[‘j
2ms (you) :I‘j 2mp (you all) mpm) ‘7
2fs (you) —[‘7 2fp (you all) 1:‘7
1cs (me) -,‘7 1cp (us) ) 3‘5

S is a inseparable preposition that means zo, for; at...

19



Pronominal Suffixes

e Be careful not to confuse 12 (to him) with 8% (not).

* Genesis 4:15 17712 8™
* And Yehovah said to him...
¢ Imagine 9 is 2 man (him).

* Exodus 20:16 :7pW 7Y Fy73 mayn 8O
* Do not bear/testity false witness against your neighbor.

¢ Imagine & is an X (not).



Pronominal Suffixes

 Numbers 32:7 M1 072 103 w8
e Which Yehovah has given them

e Ruth 2:20 "y A% n8mM
* And/then Naomi said to her

* Psalm 55:2E/3H 231 °% f13°Wp0
* Attend to me, and hear me
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Pronominal Suffixes

When the preposition 72 is attached to pronominal
suffixes, it uses the alternate longer form 11 and some
alternate endings throughout the paradigm.



Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal Suffixes with 11

Person, Number, Singular Person, Number, Plural
Gender Gender

3ms (from him, it) ) 37573 3mp (from them) mimip

3fs (from her, it) - ;7573 3fp (from them) 1
»ms (from you) 0 >mp (from you all) o)A
s (from you) ‘[?DD 26p (from you all) -IDD
1cs (from me) 23737 tcp (from us) hiala

11 is a preposition that means from, out of, some, than...

23
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Pronominal Suffixes

* Genesis 3:3 1301 108N 8O ...
* You shall not eat of it

* Genesis 42:16 7% 0DH OW
e Send one of you...

® Deuteronomy 7:17 9211 :‘I‘?Zﬁq 07277 0737

e These nations are greater than I...

24
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Pronominal Suffixes

When the preposition 2 is attached to pronominal
suffixes, it uses the alternate longer form 2.



Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal Suffixes with 2

Person, Number, Singular Person, Number, Plural
Gender Gender
3ms (him) y l—n ?5 ) 3mp (them) mmpo)
3fs (her) =T {D ) 3fp (them) 'f I-ID
2ms (you) ?lm‘ ?5 - 2mp (you all) m DD
>fs (you) -l..‘ ?5 - 2fp (you all) -I D =
1cs (me) 331?5: 1cp (us) “J‘”SD

2 is a inseparable preposition that means as, like, according to.

26



Pronominal Suffixes

* 1Samuel 21:9/10 9 1230 TIND 7N
e ... there is none like it, give it to me.

* Judges 9:48 23D WY
* ... do as I [have done]. (Note absence of dagesh lene.)

* 2Kings 17:15  Miwy "n235% ooy MM ms s
073

e ...whom Yehovah had commanded them that they
should not do like them.




Pronominal Suffixes

Person, Number, Singular Person, Number, Plural
Gender Pronominal Suffix Gender Pronominal Suffix
3ms (him) 15‘7:'7 3mp (them) = l—p‘j v,
T T e 00 =3
3fs (her) - = 3fp (them) -
Rarl e
2ms (you) :I»-,s” 2mp (you all) mp) 5‘7&7
g A
2fs (you) o 2fp (you all) -
2% 12728
1cs (me) - 1cp (us) 199 3
2y 1272Y

5:_.7 means on, upon, against, over, concerning.
28
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Pronominal Suffixes

* Genesis 15:12 172V N2 71272 oW AW
e Horror of great darkness fell upon him (Abram)

* Genesis 27:3 733 FN220 72w 105 92 AR
e His mother said to him, “Upon me [be] your curse my

b

SOnN

* Joshua 23:14 02°5y O OR MITY 127 WK

e Which Yehovah your Elohim (God) had spoken
concerning you.

29
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Pronominal Suffixes

During the separate presentation on definiteness and
prepositions, we saw how the independent preposition
N8 (meaning “with”) and the definite direct object
marker can appear with pronominal suffixes.

The same chart from that presentation is here for
additional reference.

You may recall that it is very similar to N® when it is
used as the definite direct object marker.

30



Pronominal Suffixes

The Preposition ~N§/nNK (With)

3ms (with him) 3 DN 3mp (with them) Dx
3fs (withher) [N 3fp (with them) 1R
2ms (with you) 0N 2mp (withyou)  n 20N
2fs (with you) TON 2fp (with you) IE=IR
1cs (with me) pigh 1cp (with us) ﬂ:lflx

Note: The preposition N with pronominal suffixes is spelled with a
hireq under the 8 and a dagesh forte in the 1. This distinguishes it
from the definite direct object marker.

Remember: The one with the dagesh means “with.”

31



Pronominal Suffixes

* Jeremiah 2:9 ... QDAY 3978
e [ will plead with you

° 2 Samuel 3:15 AW AN ‘[‘7#
® her husband went with her.

o Isaiah 59:12 1308 12°yws 72

* For our transgressions lare]| with us




Pronominal Suffixes

The preposition QY (with) works in a similar fashion.

[saiah 7:14 D% 130Y 900 NRI2
And shall call his name Immanu-El (God with us).

Genesis 26:20 1Y P@YHNT 72
For they quarreled with him (over the wells).

33



Pronominal Suffixes
The Direct Object Marker ~N§¥/N§

3ms (him) NN 3mp (them) 08
3fs (her) NN 3fp (them) 108
ams (you) — TNR amp (youall) 02NR
2fs (you) 0N 2fp (youall) 7208
1cs (me) N 1cp (us) n:xfm‘x

Note: The Direct Object Marker with a pronominal suffix is spelled with a holem
or seghol in contrast to the preposition /2% (which means ‘with) when it is
attached to pronominal suffixes.

34



Pronominal Suffixes

* Jeremiah 39:7 M233 INR® 8735
* ... to bring him to Babylon

* Genesis 30:30 N8 MY 772N
* And YHVH blessed you (ms)

¢ 2 Chronicles 33:3 onX T3y™
e And he served them

35
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Pronominal Suffixes

Pronominal suffixes can be used as resumptive pronouns.

Resumptive pronouns are personal pronouns that appear in
relative clauses; they refer back to the antecedent (the
noun which the relative clause modifies).

e Which is the boy I saw him.
e That is the book I bought it.
e The houses which they lived in them.

It is improper to use these in English but they are often
seen in Hebrew.

36



| Pronominal Suffixes

Examples of resumptive pronouns:

* Exodus 6:4 :72 171 W

* [to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their
pilgrimage| in which (wherein) they were strangers in
it (wherein).

* Genesis 28:13 CI’?SJ 20w RR WR

¢ [the land] on which (whereon) you lie on it (whereon)

37
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Pronominal Suffixes

Biblical Hebrew A Compact Guide, Miles Van Pelt,
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, copyright 2012.

Biblical Hebrew An Introductory Grammar, Page
H. Kelly, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, copyright 1992.
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