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Interrogatives
 Interrogative pronouns and adverbs are words that are 

used to introduce questions.

 They are not inflected for gender or number.
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Interrogatives
 As a result of their nature, interrogatives indicate 

direct speech.

 Because of this, they are often  preceded by a form of 
אמר (said) which indicates an upcoming quotation.
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Interrogatives
Interrogative Pronouns

What? מֶה, מַה , מָה 

Who? ימִ
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Interrogatives
Interrogative Adverbs

Why? עַו ּמַד , לָָ֫מ ָה , לָמָה 

How? ך ּאֵי, אֵיכָה 

Where? אֵיפֹה, אֵי , אַי הֵ

To where? ןאָ, נהָ אָ ּ

From where? ִּמֵאַ ּ ןי
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Interrogatives
 הֲ is an interrogative particle that signals a question.

 הֲ may be translated: 

 If? 

 Whether? 

 Am? Is? Was? Were?

 Have?

 Sometimes, context may require a flexibly translated 
question word.
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Interrogatives
 The interrogative particle may also be spelled:

 הֲ when prefixed to most consonants

 הַ when prefixed to a guttural or any consonant with 
a sheva;

 הֶ when prefixed to a guttural with a qamets

 The interrogative particle is attached to the first word 
of the interrogative clause.
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Interrogatives
 1 Samuel 3:17

 בָרמָה ב ֶ ּר ש ֶ ּאֲהַד ָ ךָּאֵלֶירד ִ

 What is the word that he spoke to you?
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Interrogatives
 Genesis 29:25

 יל ִתָ יש ִ ּעָז ֹאת־מַה

 What is this you have done to me?

 ת ִעָבַ ּל חֵב רָּאלֹֹ֤הֲ ך ּעִמ ָיד 

 Was it not for Rachel (that) I served (with) you?

 ִּירִמ ִמ ָהלָ ּו ּ ָֽנ ׃יתָ

 Why then have you deceived me?
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Interrogatives
 Genesis 3:11

 ת ָהאָ ּםעֵירֹיכ ִ ּךָּל ד יהִג ִ ּימִויַ ֹאמֶר

 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked?

 ׃כָל ת ָאָו ּמִמ ֶנ ּאֲכָל־יל בִל ת ִיךָּתִו ִּצִר ש ֶאֲץהָעֵןמִהֲ

 Have (you eaten) from the tree which I commanded you
not to eat from it?

10



Interrogatives
 Genesis 48:8

 ִּאויַ רַּ  ףסֵוֹּיב  ניֵאֶתרָאֵל ש  י

 Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons

 ׃אֶל ֶה־ימִויַ ֹאמֶר

 And said, “Who are these?”
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Interrogatives
 1 Samuel 4:8

 ירִּיםּהָאֱלהִֹד י ַּמִו ּלֵנייצַ ִימִו ּלָני וֹּא ל ֶההָאֵיםּהָאַד ִ

 Woe to us!  Who will deliver us from the hand of these
mighty gods?
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Interrogatives
 Exodus 32:21

 ָֽלה ש ֶמֹויַ ֹאמֶר ןאַהרֲֹּ־אֶ

 And Moses said to Aaron,

 ההַז ֶ ּםהָעָ ּךָ ּל ה ש ָ ּעָ־מֶה

 "What did this people do to you

 ָּֽ ָֽהההֲטָאָ ּיועָלָ ּאתָהֵבֵ ּ־יכ ִ ׃ג דֹלָ

 That you have brought great sin upon them?”
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Interrogatives
 Genesis 4:6

 ָֽיו ּנפָ למ ָהלָ ּו ּך ּלָרָה חָ ּלָמ ָה... ׃ךָּפָנֶ

 Why are you angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen?
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Interrogatives
 Genesis 44:4 

 ָֽהוֹּטת חַת ַ ּהרָעָ ּםל ַמ ת ֶ ּש ִמ ָהלָ ּ ׃בָ

 Why have you repaid (rewarded) evil for (instead of) 
good?
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Interrogatives
 Ruth 2:10

 אֵלָיואמֶרותַ ֹ 

 And she said to him,

 ֶּןחֵימָצָאתִעַ ו ּמַד  ךָּב  עֵינ

 “Why have I found favor in your eyes,

 ִּיל הַכ ִ ָּֽנכָ רִּיו אָנֹכִ ּירֵנ ׃הי ָ

 To recognize me, since I am a foreigner.
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Interrogatives
 1 Chronicles 21:17

 ִּלאֹהֲ ת ִיאֲנ םב ָעָת וֹּלִמ נ ּיאָמַר 

 Was it not I who commanded the people to be 
numbered?
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Interrogatives
 Deuteronomy 12:30

 … ֹּ֤וֹּהַג ּו ּיעַַב דאֵיכָה םהֵיהֶאֱלֹ אֶתהָאֵל ֶהםיִ

 How did these nations serve their gods?

 1 Samuel 16:2

 ...ך ּאֵלֵך ּיאֵ ּ

 How can I go?

18



Interrogatives
 2 Samuel 1:5

 ׃וֹּב  נןנתָָ ּוֹּהיוִּל ו ּא ש ָת ־מֵ ּיכ ִידַָע ת ָך ּיאֵ ּ

 How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are 
dead?
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Interrogatives
 Ruth 2:19

 תָה ּוֹּמחֲלָה ּותַ ֹאמֶר

 And her mother-in-law said to her,

 ֹּ֤אֵיפֹה יתש ִעָנהָ אָ ּו ּםוֹּהַי ּט ת  לִק ַ

 "Where did you glean today and where did you work?”
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Interrogatives
 Genesis 4:9

 ִּאֶלי הוהָאמֶרויַ ֹֹ֤ יךָּחִ ּאָבֶלהֶ ּיאֵ ּןקַי

 Yehovah said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”
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Interrogatives
 Genesis 38:21

 ֹּ֤אַנ ּאֶתאַל ש  ויַ ִּ לֵאמֹרמ קֹמָה  י ש ֵ

 Then he asked the men of (that) place, saying,

 ִּבָעֵינַ ּואהִ ּה ש ָ ּהַק  דֵּאַי הֵ ך ּרֶּהַד ָ ּ־עַלםּי

 “Where is the harlot who was by the road at 
Eynayim?”
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Interrogatives
 Psalm 79:10

 ֹּ֤ ִּוֹּהַג ּו ּיֹאמ ר מ ָה ׀לָ םאֱלהֵֹיהֶ ּאַי הֵםּי

 Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
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Interrogatives
 Judges 17:9

 ִּמֵאַ ּה כָ ּימִוֹּל־ויַ ֹאמֶר אוֹּת ָב ןי

 And Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?”

 Judges 19:17

 ִּמֵאַ ּו ּך ּתֵלֵ ּאָנהָןהַז קֵָש ּהָאִיויַ ֹאמֶר ׃אוֹּת ָבןי

 And the old man said, “To where are you going, and
where do you come from?”
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Interrogatives
 1 Samuel 10:14

 וֹּנעֲַר־אֶלו ּיואֵלָ ּל ו ּא ש ָד וֹּד ויַ ֹאמֶר

 Then Saul’s uncle said to him and his servant,

 םהֲלַכ ת ֶ ּןאָ ּ

 “Where did you go?”
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Interrogatives
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